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You don’t have to feel like an outsider when the ? TIFF
conversation gets a little technical. n
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CMYK
Short for Cyan Magenta Yellow Black. An additive, pigment-based color model also called 4-color process.
Used by printers to create all the colors of the rainbow.

RGB
Short for Red Green Blue. A subtractive, light-based color model in which all the colors of the rainbow are
created by mixing red, green and blue light. Used by computer monitors. Web graphics are RGB.

pixel
Short for picture element. A small square that is the smallest element of a bitmapped image.

bitmap
A grid of pixels making up a graphic image. A bitmap image cannot be enlarged without losing quality.
Photoshop® images are bitmaps.

vector

Graphics constructed using elements like circles, squares and lines. These elements are represented by a
mathematical description rather than a grid of pixels. A vector image can be enlarged without losing quality.
Adobe® Tllustrator® drawings are vectors.

resolution
The number of pixels per square inch in a digital image, expressed as ppi. The higher the ppi, the better the
resolution of the image.

ppi
Short for pixels per square inch. A measure of image resolution.
dpi

Short for dots per square inch. A measure of printer resolution.

EPS
Short for encapsulated Postscript. A file format for saving Postscript documents. Many page layout programs
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like Quark XPress® need placed Ilustrator® files to be “.eps”.
TIFF

Short for tagged image file format. A standard format for saving bitmapped images created in programs like
Photoshop®.

GIF
Short for graphics interchange format. A file format for compressing images used in websites. A gif image is
limited to 256 colors, so it generally works better on illustrations than photographic images.

JPEG
Short for Joint Photographic Experts Group (pronounced jay-peg). A file format for compressing images used
in websites. It generally works better on photographic images than illustrations.
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